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ETON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  19 66 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

MR.  CHAIRMAN , LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN , 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  your  district  for  the  year  1966. 

The  Registrar  General’s  Mid  year  estimation  of  the  population 
is  71}2A-0  compared  with  70,^90  the  previous  year,  which  represents  an 
actual  increase  of  750.  The  natural  increase  which  is  the  difference 
between  births  and  deaths  is  521 . The  difference  between  the  actual  and 
the  natural  increase  is  229  which  represents  the  number  of  immigrants. 

The  number  of  births  this  year  was  8l  fewer  than  the  previous  year  and 
although  the  variation  from  year  to  year  is  relatively  small,  this  is 
the  lowest  figure  since  1958.  The  deaths  this  year  were  10  more  than 
last  year  but  once  again  the  maternal  mortality  is  Nil.  Diseases  of 
the  heart  and  arteries  remain  the  principal  causes  of  death  with 
malignancy  in  second  place.  There  have  been  no  outbreaks  of  food-borne 
diseases  and  as  regards  this  some  credit  must  obviously  go  to  the 
vigilance  of  the  health  department  and  measures  of  food  control  and  to 
our  clean  food  propaganda.  There  were  590  cases  of  Measles  notified 
but  this  is  a relatively  small  number  compared  with  the  maximum  reached 
in  1965  when  there  were  1^91  cases. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  has  not  caused  any  alarm 
but  the  trend  is  something  which  has  to  be  constantly  watched.  As 
regards  the  diseases  for  which  immunisation  is  available,  much  credit 
must  undoubtedly  go  to  the  large  scale  immunisation  campaign  and  the 
extensive  work  which  we  carry  out  in  this  respect . The  main  diseases 
for  which  immunisation  can  be  provided  are  Smallpox,  Diphtheria, 

Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus,  Poliomyelitis,  Typhoid  and  the  Paratyphoids, 

Anthrax  and  Tuberculosis.  Most  of  these  are  available  through  the 
Local  Health  Authority's  personal  health  services.  A Measles  vaccine  has 
been  produced  but  is  not  so  far  in  general  use,  and  vaccination  against 
diseases  such  as  Influenza  and  the  Common  Cold  is  not  sufficiently  lasting  in 
effect  to  justify  their  inclusion  in  any  immunisation  campaign. 


^ lthough  immunisation  is  not  exactly  in  its  infancy,  I believe  it  would 
be  fair  to  say  that  it  is  scarcely  beyond  its  early  childhood.  Advancement 
must  depend  on  vigorous  development  of  our  knowledge  of  basic  immunology. 
Breakthroughs  usually  occur  in  unexpected  or  unforeseen  ways  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  this  will  happen  eventually  with  regard  to  immunisation  against 
diseases  such  as  tumours,  congenital  abnormalities  and  the  degenerative 
diseases.  People  who  are  likely  to  travel  abroad  should  pay  particular 
attention  to  their  state  of  vaccination  and  in  their  own  interests  bring 
it  up  to  date.  Persons  going  to  the  tropics  or  sub-tropics  should  bear 
in  mind  that  they  may  be  exposed  to  infection  not  normally  prevalent  in 
this  country . xhe  International  Sanitary  Regulations  name  three  diseases 
for  which  an  international  certificate  of  vaccination  is  required  and  the 
periods  of  validity  of  these  certificates  are  also  prescribed. 

These  are:- 

Smallpox  Validity 

( successful  Primary  Vaccination  and  re -vaccination)  3 years 


Cholera 

(Primary  and  re-vaccination) 
Yellow  Fever 

'(Primary  and  re-vaccination) 


6 months 


10  years 


Some  Health  Authorities  abroad  have  variations  of  the  basic 
international  agreement  to  meet  their  own  requirements  and  information 
relating  to  a particular  country  can  generally  be  supplied  by  the  travel 
agents.  It  is  important  that  the  International  Certificate  should  be 
on  the  prescribed  form.  Apart  from  the  above  regulations,  travellers  to 
all  countries  both  in  Europe  and  further  afield  should  protect  themselves 
by  having  T.A.B.  vaccination  before  departure. 

The  general  sanitation  of  our  district  is  a matter  I have 
referred  to  many  times  in  previous  reports.  During  1966  we  continued 
to  receive  innumerable  complaints  about  nuisances  arising  from  overflowing 
cesspools,  contamination  of  gardens  and  watercourses,  toilets  which  could 
not  be  used  due  to  backing  up  from  this  unsatisfactory  drainage  and  the 
failure  of  septic  tanks  and  soakaways  due  to  waterlogged  ground.  Certain 
areas  have  been  named  as  "black  spots"  e.g.  Farnham  Royal,  Stoke  Poges  and 
V/exham  and  Datchet.  As  regards  the  first  two  areas  named,  full  surveys  were 
carried  out  scheduling  every  property  and  finally  summarised  to  show  the 
exact  nature  and  extent  of  the  problem.  In  the  case  of  Datchet  the  spots 
from  which  complaints  are  constantly  received  are  well  known  to  us. 

Cesspools  in  these  parts  of  our  district  are  almost  invariably  an  inadequate 
and  unsatisfactory  form  of  drainage  aggravated  by  the  type  of  geological 
subsoil  formation,  high  subsoil  water  levels  and  the  fact  that  all 
families  nowadays  use  much  more  water  than  they  did  when  these  drainage 
systems  were  installed.  The  net  result  after  fully  considering  all  other 
relevant  matters  such  as  the  insoluble  problem  of  providing  additional 
emptyings  and  the  difficulties  of  disposal,  is  simply  that  we  can  never 
hope  to  get  rid  of  these  unsatisfactory  conditions  which  are  a constant 
menace  to  health,  until  main  drainage  is  installed. 
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In  our  district  this  is  an  urgent  matter  because  although  we  are 
still  a Rural  District,  the  density  of  population  is  high  and 
there  are  a number  of  urbanised  areas  of  some  12,000  to  15»000 
population  and  many  good  residential  properties  being  the  "dormitory 
of  London".  As  further  building  proceeds  the  problem  grows 
almost  out  of  proportion.  We  are  living  in  an  era  in  which  the 
needs  of  the  Community  are  constantly  changing  and  this  is  one 
change  that  is  long  overdue. 

During  the  current  period  quite  a number  of  housing 
problems  have  arisen  in  which  there  have  been  medical  aspects 
to  investigate  and  I think  it  can  be  said  that  liaison  between 
the  Housing  Manager  and  myself  in  such  cases  has  been  excellent 
and  that  we  have  pooled  our  resources  to  give  the  service 
required. 


As  regards  other  aspects  of  housing  such  as  unfit 
houses,  dampness,  condensation,  overcrowding,  various  structural 
defects  and  clearance  areas,  full  co-operation  and  immediate 
assistance  from  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  whenever 
necessary  has  always  been  available.  It  might  be  said  that 
this  is  a fine  example  of  team  work. 

I feel  that  our  record  with  regard  to  housing  matters 
must  be  as  good  as  any  in  the  country.  ^he  extent  to  which 

slum  clearance  can  take  place  however  is  limited  by  the  number 
of  nev;  houses  a local  authority  is  able  to  provide.  This  is 
true  whether  comprehensive  development  is  carried  out  by  the 
authority  themselves  or  sites  are  made  available  for  private 
developers.  Patching  and  mending  old  properties  as  a temporary 
measure  can  result  in  considerable  expense  on  belated  repairs  without 
necessarily  improving  the  living  conditions  of  the  people  who 
have  to  occupy  these  houses. 

Some  years  ago  I mentioned  the  problem  of  noise  and 
its  adverse  effects  on  the  health  of  the  community  and  the  fact, 
which  was  well  known  even  as  far  back  as  1928,  that  it  can 
shatter  nerves  and  greatly  reduce  one’s  output  and  vitality  and 
has  been  found  in  some  cases  to  be  the  cause  of  chronic  ill-health. 
Apart  from  road  transport  and  aircraft,  where  there  is  certainly 
room  for  improvement,  there  are  people  to  be  found  almost  everywhere 
who,  through  carelessness  or  thoughtlessness,  cause  unnecessary 
noise  and  annoyance  to  others. 
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It  is  more  probable,  however,  that  those  who  are  guilty  of  creating 
a noise  nuisance  believe  they  have  some  form  of  inherent  right  to  do 
just  as  they  please  with  a complete  disregard  for  the  welfare  of 
others.  The  latter  are  the  real  problem  as  some  degree  of  noise  is 
part  and  parcel  of  the  life  of  any  community.  The  Noise  Abatement 
Act  i960  enables  any  three  or  more  persons  aggrieved  by  noise  to 
complain  to  a Magistrate  who  can  deal  with  the  matter. 

Before  I finish  I would  like  to  mention  that  the  Reading 
Public  Health  Laboratory  which  is  the  one  that  serves  our  district, 
will  move  from  its  present  location  at  the  Battle  Hospital  to  the 
Royal  Series  Hospital.  This  is  slightly  nearer  and  so  more 
convenient  for  us.  The  move  coincides  with  the  retirement  of  the 
present  Director,  Dr. Wood,  who  has  been  in  office  for  the  past 
nineteen  years.  This  laboratory  is  one  of  a very  large  number 
established  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  throughout  the  Country  to 
serve  local  authorities.  Dr. Wood  is  not  only  a first  class 
Bacteriologist  but  has  been  a good  friend  of  this  Authority  and 
has  given  us  a very  reliable  service.  I much  regret  his  departure. 

I am  very  grateful  to  Members  for  their  support  and 
to  all  the  staff  of  the  department  who  have  worked  very  hard. 


I am, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


G.  M.  HOBBIN 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  1 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (Land  and  Inland  Water)  ...  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses. . ...  ... 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  1965/66  ...  ... 

Population  (Registrar  General's  estimation  for 

mid-year  1966) 


39 1 537  acres 
20,710 
£4,450,531 
£18,443 

71,240 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ... 

539 

499 

1038 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ... 

40 

39 

79 

579 

538 

1117 

Live  ^irths  per  1 , 000  population 

• » • 

15.7 

National  Rate  ...  

• • « 

17.7 

Comparability  Factor  ...  ...  ... 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of 

0.93 

total  births 

7.07 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ... 

10 

8 

18 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ... 

- 

■ - 

- 

10 

8 

18 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total 

births 

15.86 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  population.. 

0.25 

National  rate  per  1,000  total  births... 

15.4 

Total  live  and  still  births  . . . 

• • • 

1135 

Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants 

under  1 

year  of  age) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ... 

13 

13 

26 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ... 

2 

1 

3 

15 

14 

29 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  26.0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  27. 94 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  37. 96 

National  Rate  19.0 


Neo-Natal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants 

under  4 weeks  of 

age) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate . . ... 

7 

11 

18 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

3 

9 

12 

21 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

live  births  18.8 

Early  Neo«Natal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ... 

5 

9 

14 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ... 

2 

1 

3 

7 

10 

17 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per 

1,000  live 

births 

15.22 

Peri-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths 

and  deaths  under 

1 week) 

Number  of  stillbirths  and  deaths 

• • • 

35 

Peri -Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

total 

live  and  still  births 

• • • 

30.84 

Maternal  Mortality 

Total  from  all  causes  (including  abortion) 

Nil 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still 

births 

Nil 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ... 

317 

279 

596 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  8,4 

Corrected  Death  Rate  - allowing  for  sex  and  age  11.76 
(Comparability  factor  = 1.24) 


National  Rate  ...  ...  ... 

Ratio  of  corrected  Rate  to  National 


11.7 

1.05 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  in  the  Eton  Dural  District  during  1966 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ...  ... 

© 0 • 

Male 

1 

Female 

Total 

1 

Tuberculosis , other  ...  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

- 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0 • 0 

1 

- 

1 

M 0 asl  es  # • & © • • 0 • • 00m 

0 0 0 

- 

1 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  Diseases. 

0 0 0 

1 

5 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

9 

2 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

0 0 0 

30 

9 

39 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

- 

9 

9 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

— 

5 

5 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 

0 0 0 

33 

50 

63 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia. . . ...  ... 

0 0 0 

1 

1 

2 

D 1 s.1d etes  © • • • • © • © • © • • 

0 0 0 

3 

2 

5 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

0 0 0 

25 

48 

73 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

87 

41 

128 

Hypertension  uith  heart  disease  . . . 

0 0 0 

4 

5 

7 

Other  heart  disease  ...  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

15 

29 

42 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

9 

12 

21 

Influenza  © • « • « « • • • • • • 

0 0 0 

- 

2 

2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

19 

25 

42 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

23 

15 

36 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system. . . 

0 0 0 

5 

1 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum...  ... 

0 0 0 

2 

1 

5 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ... 

0 0 0 

1 

2 

3 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

2 

1 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

4 

- 

L 

i 

Congenital  malformations  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

6 

5 

9 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

0 0 0 

16 

25 

39 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

9 

5 

14 

All  other  accidents  ...  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

8 

6 

14 

Suicide  000  000  000 

0 0 0 

7 

3 

10 

TOTALS : 317  279  596 
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SECTION  III 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE 


Samples  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  as  follows 


Water 

• • • 

120 

Ice  Cream 

• • • 

18 

Faeces  . . • 

• • • 

22 

Authentication  of  International  Certificates 

Number  of  certificates  authenticated  . . . 2516 

Staff  Examinations 

Number  of  staff  medically  examined  ...  105 
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N.B.  Tuberculosis  is  shown  in  separate  table 


TABLE  IX 

Showing  Monthly  Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Vaccination  of  Persons  under  Age  16  completed  during  1966 
j^able  1 Completed  Primary  Courses  - Number  o f persons  under  age  16 


Type  of  vaccine 
or  dose 

1966 

1965 

1964 

— 

1963 

1959-; 

1962 

> 

Others 
under 
age  16 

Total 

1.  Quadruple  D.T.P.P. 

| 

10 

80 

6 

3 

i 

i 

2 

103 

2.  Triple  D.T.P. 

172 

497 

138 

23 

29 

3 

862 

3.  Diphtheria/Pertussis 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

4.  Diphtheria/Tetanus 

9 

22 

6 

1 

23 

21 

82  j 

5.  Diphtheria 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

6 . Pertussis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7.  Tetanus 

1 

1 

- 

12 

27 

41 

8.  Lines  1+2+3+4+3 

(Diphtheria) 

191 

601 

151 

30 

32 

! 26 

1051 

9.  Lines  1 +2+3+6 

(Whooping  Cough) 

1o2 

57s 

143 

28 

29 

I 

! 5 

967 

10. Lines  1 +2+4+7 

(Tetanus) 

192 

600 

150 

29 

64 

i 53 

1088 

Table  2.  Re-inforcing  doses  - Number  of  persons  under  age  16 


1.  Quadruple  D.T.P.P. 

- 1 

- 

12 

1 

1 

- 

14 

2.  Triple  D.T.P. 

5 

119 

179 

18 

119 

32 

472 

3 . Diphtheria/Pertussis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 . Diphtheria/Tetanus 

- 

12 

22 

6 

581 

235 

876 

5 . Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

88 

307 

393  | 

6 . Pertussis 

" 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

7.  Tetanus 

- 

- 

1 

2 

7 

24 

34 

8.  Lines  1+2+3+4+5 
(Diphtheria) 

3 

131 

213 

23 

789 

594 

1757 

9.  Lines  1 +2+3+6 

(Whooping  Cough) 

3 

119 

191 

19 

120 

32 

486 

10. Lines  1 +2+4+7 
(Tetanus) 

3 

131 

214 

1 

27 

1 

00 

0 

0- 

311 

1396 
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-»*  — —.■■1— ■ »— win 

Up  to  the  31st  hrch,  1966,  the  district  was  sotToa  bj- 
four  statutory  water  undortc.kings  namely  :- 

iUclanonsirorth  u Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company, 
Burnham,  bomey  - Hitcham  interworks  Co,  Ltu*, 

B lough  Borough  Council. 

Louth  West  ouburban  ii-tc-r  Company. 

On  1st  **pril  the  .iidule  Thaaes  tutor  Join’d  ca  ie  into 
being  and  absorbed  the  Blough  uorough  Council  and  Burnham, 
-orney  d:  -dtcham  Erteruorks  Co.  Ltd.  There  aro  only  ti/o 
properties  within  the  Eton  nural  District  (both  south  side 
of  the  diver  Thames  in  the  Parish  of  Wraysbury)  served  by 
the  South  West  Suburban  Water  Company. 

The  following  information  as  to  water  mains  extensions 
carried  out  during  1966  and  bacteriological  and/or  chemical 
analyses  water  reports  has  been  supplied  by  the  undertakings 


1.  diddle  Thames  Water  Board. 

Location.  Length.  Diameter. 

Horton  Road,  Colnbrook.  175-yds.  3" 

Home  Farm,  Wexham  Street.  (135-yds.  4" 

( 85-yds.  3" 

Pound  Cottage,  Hogfair  Lane, Burnham.  9^-yds.  4" 

Hill  Farm  Road,  Tap low*  430-yds.  4" 

Euf field  Lane,  Stoke  Poges, Stage  IIlX2lO-yds.  3" 

(375-yds.  4” 

Square  acres,  Beaconsfield  Road 
Farnham  Common.  169-yds.  3" 

Anerden  Track,  Taplow.  31S-yds.  3I! 


The  water  is  treated  with  chlorine  and  sulphur  dioxide 
before  pessing  into  the  mains. 


Except  for  a restriction  on  garden  watering  and  car 
washing  in  that  part  of  the  area  formerly  supplied  by 
Slough  Borough  Council,  quantity  and  pressure  were 


adequate. 

3iiCTEhI0LQGIC.iL  nED 
Licterio  logical: 

Plate  Counts  on  Agar:- 

Pnsumntive  Coliform  reaction 
Probable  number. 

Probable  number  E.  Coli. 


CHEMICAL  aLiiLYSIS. 

0 in  1 day  at  37° 

0 in  2 days  at  37 

1 in  3 days  at  22 

Nil  per  100  ml. 
Nil  per  100  ml. 


C 

o 

o 


C. 

C. 


Cl. Welchii. 
Str,  Faecalis. 


Satisfactory. 
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Remarks  : 


Cho  "deal  results  in  parts  per  million(Mg/L) 


Appearance : Clear  and  bright. 


Colour:  3 

pH:  7.3 

Electric  Conductivity:  670 

Chlorine  present 
as  Chloride : 44 

Hardness : Total.  335 

Carbonate:  250 

Nitrate  Nitrogen:  2.8 

Aiamoniacal  Nitrogen:  * 0.03 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen:  * 0,02 

Metals:  Iron:  0.07,  Zinc 

Fluoride  (F)  0.7 


Turbidity:  Nil 

Odour : Nil 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide : 25 

Dissolved  Solids 
dried  at  180°C:  500 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium 
Carbonate:  250 

Non- Carbonate : 85 

Nitrite  Nigrogen:  Absent 
Oxygen  Absorbed:  0.25 

iiesidual  Chlorine : . „ . 

Copper,  Lead:  Absent, 

Silica:  1.8 


# To  convert  to  ammonia  multiply  by  1.21. 


2.  Ri  ckmans worth  & Uxbridge  Valiev  water  Company. 

i-Jains  Laid  — 


Location. 

Length. 

Diane 

Off  Stone croft  Avenue,  Iver. 

Off  St,  Margaret  * s Close,  Iver 

117-yds, 

411 

Heath. 

105-yds. 

3" 

Frame wood  Road,  Fulmer. 

M.R.  77  off  Staines  Road, 

17-yds. 

2” 

Uraysbury. 

110-yds. 

2" 

Bangor s Close,  Iver. 

53-yds. 

2" 

King  sway,  Iver. 

159-yds. 

4" 
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BACTERI OLQGIGaL  AMD  CHAMlCnh  ANALYSIS. 
Bacteriological : 

Colonies  per  ml.  2 days  37° C.  1 

" " " 3 days  20°C.  2 

Coli-aerogenes,  probable  number  per  100  ml.  0 

1.  coli  11  it  A it  ii  ii  o 

Remarks : 

This  water  is  hard  in  character  but  contains  no  excess 
of  mineral  or  saline  constituents!  it  conforms  to  the 
highest  standard  of  bacterial  and  organic  purity. 


Chemica],: 


Colour:  Nil  Hazen 

Turbidity: (hi Op) 

Nil  ppm 

Odour : 

Nil 

Taste: 

Normal 

pH: 

7.0 

dlectric  Conductivity 
(20°C): 

510 

Total  Solids ( 18 0°C) : 

380  ppm 

Nitrate:  (i'l) 

2.8  ppm 

Nitrite: (N)  , 

, 006  ppm 

Ammonia:  (N) 

Nil  ppm 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen: 

Nil  ppm 

(N) 

Chloride: ( Cl) 

26  ppm 

Alkalinity:  (CaC03) 

260  ppm 

Hardness:  (CaC03) 

Carbonate : 

260  ppm 

Non- carbonate : 

20  ppm 

Total: 

280  ppm 

Potassium: 

1.5  ppm 

Sodium : 

11  ppm 

Copper : 

• 03  ppm 

Iron: 

. 04  ppm 

Zinc: 

Nil  ppm 

Chlorine  (Clp) 

.10  ppm 

Although  the  mains  water  supply  to  the  district  was 
generally  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  in  quantity 
during  the  year  mention  must  be  made  of  complaints  received 
from  a few  Iver  heath  residents  of  small  black  greasy 
particles  being  discharged  through  the  house  taps  and  which 
caused  staining  of  domestic  washing.  Some  of  this  material 
was  collected  from  strainers  and  sent  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination,  ho  bacteria  were  found.  The 
material  was  of  a mineral  character  similar  to  that  used  in 
the  jointing  of  mains  pipes  and  after  consultation  with  the 
water  undertalcing  involved  it  was  considered  likely  that  an 
excess  of  this  material  had  possibly  been  used  in  jointing 
when  the  uain  was  originally  laid.  Over  a period  small 
quantities  had  become  detached  and  passed  into  the  water 
supply. 

The  amounts  were  so  small  as  to  be  almost  negligible 
relative  to  drinking  and  domestic  use.  Tlushing  of  the 
mains  coupled  with  the  fitting  of  strainers  appeared  to 
be  effective  in  overcoming  the  trouble. 
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as  in  previous  years  the  Department  continued  to  sample 
and.  submit  for  examination  water  from  swimming  pools, 
including  therapeutic  pools.  As  will  be  noted  a proportion 
of  the  samples  were  taken  from  school  swimming  pools.  This 
was  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Education  Authority.  The 
Burnham  Beeches  pools  are  pub3-ic  consequently  the  Council's 
Byelaws  apply.  In  all  cases  of  unsatisfactory  samples  an 
investigation  and  re-sampling  gave  a satisfactory  report. 


bacteriological  Sid-iPLcs  collected  from  slimming  pools 

iiND  bathing  pieces  . 


Dane  of  Swimming  Pool 
or 

Bathing  Place. 

No.  of 

Samples 

taken. 

No.  of 
Satis- 
factory 
Results 

No.  of 
Unsatis- 
factory 
, Results. 

Canadian  Red  Cross  Memorial 
Hospital. 

10 

9 

1 

Farnham  Park  Rehabilitation 
Centre. 

11 

10 

1 

Burnham  Beeches  (Main  Pool). 

3 

3 

- 

Burnham  Beeches  (Kiddies 

Pool) 

3 

3 

- 

Schools. 

Burnham  C.E,  Primary  School 

2 

2 

- 

Burnham  Grammar  School. 

4 

4 

- 

Farnham  Common  Primary  School. 

2 

2 

- 

warrenfield  School. 

10 

9 

1 

Woodside  County  Secondary 
School. 

2 

2 

- 

47 

44 

3 
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CMCT10H  V. 
uMhMRAL  f AT  ION . 


Work  continued  on  the  Council^  large  capital  program ,i© 
of  sewer  construction  throughout  the  district.  The  extent 
of  the  progress  made  during  the  year  under  review  was  as 
follows 

(a)  Power  Construction  in  Progress  during  the  year. 

1.  Wraysbury  and  Horton  Wain  Drainare. 

The  second  stage  of  tills  sche  10  lias  been  under 
construction  during  the  year, 

2,  Jtoke  do  ■os  and  i cx'ia  i Lin  braina  e. 

otage  5 of  this  scheme  has  been  comaenced.  Part  of 
otage  6 of  this  sche  ie  has  been  con  len.ced  and 
completed, 

(b)  1,  Cam  Poaa  .lain  Draina  :e. 

Tnis  scheme  has  been  submitted  to  the  onistry, 

2,  Date. let  lain  -rainaae. 

This  scheme  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry, 

3,  Stoke  Poves  and  Wexham  Plain  Drainage . 

The  remainder  of  Stage  6 of  the  scheme  has  been 
submitted  to  the  blinds  try, 

4,  Gerrards  Cross  Cewage  Works  .^construction. 

This  scheme  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry. 

5,  Farnham  Royal  Main  Drainage. 

btage  4 of  this  scheme  will  be  submitted  to  the 
Ministry, 

Periodically  it  is  necessary  to  review  priorities  within 
the  programme.  In  particular  the  Parish  of  Rilner( excluding 
Park  Springs)  was  the  subject  of  a detailed  survey  of 
existing  soil  drainage  disposal  arrangements.  That  survey 
revealed  that  the  provision  of  main  drainage  in  TUlner 
tillage  was  no  less  urgently  required  than  that  in  Park 
Springs,  TUlmer,  Canp  Road,  Gerrards  Cross,  Datchot  and  Wraysbury, 
The  Council  decided  therefore  to  afford  a measure  of  priority 
to  the  provision  of  main  drainage. 

Parallel  with  the  TUlmer  survey  there  were  in  other 
unsewered  areas  resurveys  carried  out  by  the  Department  to 
obtain  up  to  date  information  in  connection  with  new  schemes 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government. 
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Premises  served  by  pail  closets  and  emptied  weekly  by  the 
Public  Cleansing  Department  continued  to  reduce  in  number. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  approximately  146  such 
premises©  iany  of  these  are  individual  caravan  sites  with 
limited  period  planning  permissions  and  licences.  Some 
are  at  properties  scheduled  for  action  under  Parts  II  and 
III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  and  should  in  time  disappear. 
The  sooner  all  are  converted  to  a water  carriage  system  the 
better  enabling  the  discontinuance  of  the  Council’s 
emptying  service  which  can  only  be  described  as 
distasteful  work. 
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SECTION  VI 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 


Centre 

Location 

Sessions 

Sessions  with 

Medical  Officer 

Burnham 

Village  Hall, 
Gore  Road 

Each  Wednesday 

1st  and  3rd 

Wednesday 

Burnham 
(Lent  Rise) 

Methodist  Hall, 

! Lent  Rise 

Each  Thursday 

2nd  and  4th  Thursday 

Burnham 

(Britwell) 

! 

Health  Centre, 
Wentworth  Ave. 

Each  Tuesday 
and  Friday 

Each  Friday 

Datchet 

Village  Hall, 
Chur  chi  lead 

School 

2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday 



Each  session 

. . . . - 

Denham 

Health  Centre, 
Oxford  Road 

Each  Wednesday 

1st,  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday 

Dorney 

Village  Hall 

1st  and  3rd 
Tuesday 

1st  Tuesday 

Farnham  Common 

tillage  Hall 

2nd  and  4th 
Monday 

4th  Monday 

Farnham  Royal 

Village  Hall 

Each  Thursday 

2nd,  3rd  and  4th 
Thursday 

Gerrards  Cross 

British  Legion 
Hall 

1st  and  3rd 
Friday 

3rd  Friday 

Horton 

— 

Champneys  Hall 

1st  and  3rd 
Wednesday 

1st  Wednesday 

Iver 

Church  Institute 
Thorney  Lane 

1st  and  3rd 
Wednesday 

3rd  Wednesday 

Iver 

(Richings  Park) 

St .Leonards 
Church  Hall 

2nd  and  4th 
Monday 

2nd  Monday 

Iver  Heath 

Village  Hall 

2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday 

4th  Wednesday 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


(Continued) 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 


Centre 

Location 

Sessions 

Sessions  with 
Medical  Officer 

Stoke  Poges 

Village  Hall 

2nd  and  4th 
Tuesday 

Each  Session 

Wraysbury 

Village  Hall 

2nd  and  4th 
Thursday 

2nd  Thursday 

Wexham 

Health  Centre, 
Knolton  Way, 
Wexham  Court 

Each  Friday 

Each  Friday 

Tuberculosis 

Slough:  The  Chest  Clinic  is  at  Upton  Hospital, 

Slough  where  appointments  may  be  made 
with  the  Physician  in  Charge. 

Telephone  number  Slough  23261 . 

Windsor:  Out  Patients  Clinic  is  held  at 

King  Edward  VII  Hospital,  Windsor. 
Appointments  arranged  by  the  Appointments 
Officer,  Upton  Hospital,  Slough. 

Telephone  number  Slough  23261. 


Venereal  Diseases 

Clinics  are  held  at  the  following  hospitals :- 

King  Edward  VII  Hospital,  Windsor,  Berks. 
Hillingdon  Hospital. 

Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading,  Berks. 
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Family  Planning  Clinics 


SLOUGH  Upton  Hospital , Slough 

Monday:  6 p.m.  - 7.30  p.m. 

Tuesday:  6 p.m,  - 7.30  p.m. 

Wednesday  9 a.m.  - 10.0  a.m. 

SLOUGH  Health  Centre,  Burlington,  Road,  Slough 

Monday:  2.0  p.m.  - 4,0  p.m.  (except  during  August) 

Friday:  2.0  p.m.  - 4 p.m. 

Wednesday  all  Day. 

BRIT WELL  Health  Centre,  Britwell  Estate,  Slough 
Monday:  10  a.m.  - 11.0  a.m. 

LANGLEY  Health  Centre,  Parlaunt  Park,  Langley 
Friday:  10  a.m.  - 11  a.m. 

Ante  and  Post  Natal  Clinics.. 


Upton  Hospital,  Slough  Ainte  Natal 


Canadian  Red  Cross 

Memorial  Hospital: 
Social  Centre,  Slough 


Post  Natal 
Ante  Natal 


Colinswood  Maternity  Ante  and 

Home,  Farnham  Common  Post  Natal 


Monday,  Wednesday, 
Thursday  at 
1.43  p.m.  onwards . 
Friday  afternoon  2 p.m, 

Thursday  and 
Monday  mornings. 

Clinics  every  day 
except  Saturday 
and  Sunday. 


King  Edward  VII  Hospital, 

Windsor  Ante  Natal 

King  Edward  VII  Hospital,  Ante  and 
Old  Windsor  Post  Natal 


Monday  mornings. 

Wednesday  and 
Friday  mornings. 


REGISTERED  NURSING  HOMES 


Further  particulars  of  all  registered  nursing  homes  in  the 
district  obtainable  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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HOSPITALS 


The  following  hospitals  serve  the  area:- 


General 


W exham  Park  Hospital,  Wexham. 

Canadian  Red  Cross  Memorial  Hospital,  Taplow. 

King  Edward  VII  Hospital,  Windsor,  Berks. 

Old  Windsor  Hospital,  Crimp  Hill,  Windsor. 

Maidenhead  General  Hospital,  Maidenhead,  Berks. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals 

Maidenhead  Isolation  Hospital,  Maidenhead,  Berks. 

St.  John's  Hospital,  Uxbridge,  Middlesex. 

Chronic  Sick 

St.  Mark's,  Maidenhead,  Berks. 

Old  Windsor  Hospital,  Crimp  Hill,  Old  Windsor,  Berks 
Part  III  Accommodation 


Upton  Hospital,  Slough. 

Old  Windsor  Hospital,  Crimp  Hill,  Old  Windsor,  Berks 

Maternity  Accommodation 

Canadian  Red  Cross  Memorial  Hospital,  Taplow. 
Colinswood  Maternity  Home,  Farnham  Common. 

Old  Windsor  Hospital,  Crimp  Hill,  Old  Windsor,  Berks 
Upton  Hospital,  Slough. 

Mental  Illness 


St.  Bernard's  Hospital,  Southall,  Middlesex. 
St.  John's  Hospital,  Stone,  Nr.  Aylesbury. 


ANTE -NATAL  CLASSES  HELD  IN  THE  SOUTH  BUCKS  AREA 


District  Covered 

Where  Held 

Time 

Day 

Burnham , 

Taplow 

Lent  Rise  Methodist 
Church  Hall,  Burnham 

2.30  p.m. 

For  6 consecutive 
Mondays  as 
required. 

i 

Cippenham 

The  Lounge,  Kennedy 
House,  Harrison  Way, 
Cippenham 

2.30  p.m. 

Alternate 

Wednesdays 

i 

Denham 

Health  Centre, 

Oxford  Road,  Denham  ! 

2.30  p.m. 

Each  Monday 

Eton  Wick 

Eton 

Dorney 

; 

Village  Hall, 

Eton  Wick 

2.30  p.m.  ! 

1 

For  6 consecutive 
Thursdays  as 
required 

Iver 

Iver  Heath 

Iver  Cottage 

Hospital 

2.30  p.m. 

For  8 consecutive 
Thursdays  as 
required. 

Langley 

Health  Centre, 

Pari aunt  Park, 

Langley 

. - . . - 

2.30  p.m. 

Each  Friday 

Slough 

Britwell 

Farnham  Common 

Ante  Natal  Clinic , 
Upton  Hospital, 

Slough 

2.30  p.m. 

Each  Tuesday 

Slough 

^ritwell 

Farnham  Common 

Health  Centre, 
Burlington  Road, 
Slough 

2.30  p.m. 

Each  Wednesday 

j 

Slough 

Britwell 

Farnham  Common 

' T ' ' ‘ r ■ r 

Health  Centre, 
Burlington  Road, 
Slough 

7.30  p.m. 

Each  Thursday 

Wexham  Court 

Upton  Lea 

Stoke  Poges 

Health  Centre , 

Knolton  Way, 

Wexham  Court 

2.30  p.m. 

Each  Wednesday 

Wraysbury 

Horton 

Colnbrook 

Datchet 

Village  Hall, 

Wraysbury 

2.30  p.m. 

For  6 consecutive 
Mondays  as 
required 
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xdJNUAL 


IMPORT. 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


again  it  is  my  pleasure  to  provide  my  contribution  to 
an  Lnnual  Report  - that  for  1966. 

ns  will  be  noted  every  aspect  of  the  Department’s  work 
and  duties  was  covered.  In  particular  there  was,  as  in  previous 
years,  emphasis  on  food  inspection  and  hygiene.  Despite  this 
the  number  of  complaints  received  concerning  unfit  or  alien 
matter  in  food  increased.  Investigation  of  many  disclosed 
faulty  stock  rotation  at  shops  which  could  only  have  been 
caused  by  carelessness.  Most  manufacturers  of,  for  example 
pies,  go  to  a lot  of  trouble  instructing  on  storage  and  shelf 
life  of  their  products.  then  their  advice  and  that  of  the 
visiting  Inspector  is,  as  in  many  cases,  unheeded,  it  makes 
one  wonder  as  to  whether  health  education  will  ever  sink  in  to 
some  people. 

Seldom  has  there  been  an  annual  -jsport  which  has  not 
contained  a reference  to  refuse  or  rubbish  disposal,  whilst 
it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  during  the  year  under  review, 
there  was  a considerable  improvement  at  approved  tips  that 
could  not  be  said  about  roadside  ditches,  hedges  and  laybys. 

The  increase  in  the  amount  of  litter  and  sometimes  even  bulky 
articles  dumped  is  just  unexplainable.  Whether  the  increased 
naxinium  fines  under  the  Litter  ^ct  will  in  future  reduce  this 
anti-social  behaviour  reaains  to  be  seen.  Meanwhile  the 
ratepayers  continue  to  pay  for  clearing  up  the  mess. 

.my  comment  on  the  amenities  of  the  Council’s  district 
may  perhaps  be  out  of  place  in  a report  devoted  to  public 
health  but  one  cannot  refrain  from  calling  attention  to  what 
are  fast  becoming  untidy  and  derelict  parcels  of  land,  some 
quite  large  in  extent, left  after  excavation  of  materials. 
Restoration  of  these  by  their  owners  is,  in  some  instances, 
long  overdue  not  only  from  the  anenity  aspect  but  to  prevent 
unauthorised  tipping  of  rubbish  including  old  car  bodies. 

Unally  it  is  pleasing  to  record  the  help  and  co-operation 
received  from  my  colleague  Chief  Officjrs.  To  the  Staff,  again 
j ny  thanks  for  the  loyal  and  efficient  manner  the  duties  of  the 
Depart nent  were  carried  out. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
four  Obedient  Servant, 


ii.H.tf.  MaRoDGN. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


-38- 


SECTION  VII. 

Food  and  Drugs  net,  1955.  Inspection  of  Food. 

As  will  je  noted  from  the  table  listing  the  number  of  visits  and  inspections  given  later  in  this  report 
the  inspection  of  food,  including  drink,  and  the  premises  involved,  e.g.  shops,  canteens,  restaurants,  cafe 
stalls  and  mobile  vehicles  continued  to  account  for  a large  proportion  of  the  Department’s  work. 


M 


I 

I 


Food  and  Dru(?s  net.  1955- 

25  complaints  of  unfit  and/or  alion  .natter  in  food  were 
reported  to  the  Department,  The  following  action  was  taken:— 


Section  2. 

Wrapped  sliced  loaf. 
(Black  areas). 
Wrapped  sliced  loaf, 
(dirty  dough). 

Mint  sweet. 
(Plastic). 

Metal  in  slab  cake. 
Wrapped  sliced  loaf. 
(Wire). 

Farm  House  loaf, 
(Foreign  body). 

Puff  Pastry. 

(Mould) . 

Wrapped  sliced  loaf. 
(Dirty  dough). 

Iced  lolly. 

( lie  t al  objects). 
Dirty  milk  bottle. 
Wrapped  sliced  loaf. 
( Gauze ) . 

Potato  chips. 

(Wire). 

Dirty  iiilk  bottle. 
(Untreated  milk). 
Dirty  milk  bottle. 
(Untreated  milk). 


Purchased  in  Denham, 
Purchased  in  Burnham. 


Warning  letter, 
lined  £5.0,  Od, 


Purchased  in  Denham.  Warning  letter. 


Purchased  in 
Purchased  in 
Heath. 

Purchased  in 


Burnham. 

Iver 

Wexham. 


Warning  letter, 
lined  £5.0.0d. 

Warning  letter. 


Purchased  in  Burnham. 


Fined  £10.0.0d. 


Purchased  in 
Wraysbury. 

Purchased  in  Jatchet. 


Warning  letter. 


Warning  letter. 


Purchased  in  Burnham. 
Purchased  in  Datchet. 


Fined  £10. 0. 0d. 
Warning  letter. 


Purchased  in 
Gerrards  Gross. 
Delivered  in  Burnham. 


warning  letter. 
Warning  letter. 


Delivered  in  Burnhan. 


Warning  letter. 


Section  8, 

Pork  luncheon  meat.  Purchased  in  Datchet.  Warning  letter. 
(Mould) . 


-ifter  investigation  further  action  was  taken  in  the 
remaining  10  cases  which  involved:- 


1.  Can  of  whole  carrots. 

2.  Braising  steak. 

3.  Orange  Squash. 

4.  Cornish  Pasty. 

5.  Dirty  milk  bottle. 

6.  Irish  Span. 

7.  Tin  of  Spanish  Apricots 
3.  Sliced  wrapped  loaf. 

9.  Sliced  wrapped  loaf. 

10.  Bottle  of  milk. 


(Bitter  taste). 
(Mouldy). 

(Foreign  matter). 
(Mouldy) . 

(Sour  taste). 

(Foreign  matter). 
(F’orei^n  matter). 
(Mould; . 

(Foul  taste  and  smell) 
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IdaT  AND  OThbR  FUUDS. 


(a)  feat. 


Cattle 

except 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

La  bs 

figs 

Horses 

Nu  iber  killed. 

11 

— 

5 

- 

- 

- 

Ku  iber  inspected. 

11 

- 

5 

- 

— 

- 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci. 

b hole  carcases  condemned] 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and 
( Cysticerci. 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

mm 

Carcases  of  which  soae 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis. 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  so  ae 
part  or  organ  was 
conde  ined. 

- 

(b)  Other  foods  (surrendered  and  Condemned). 

128- lbs.  Meat  and  Meat  Preparations. 

6- lbs.  Tea, 

9- lbs.  Butter. 

40-lbs.  Cheese. 

1,228- lbs.  Sugar. 

1-case  Beef  extract. 

5 tins  of  assorted  Vegetables. 

Quantity  of  Mixed  Pruit  and  Vegetable  Preparations. 
Quantity  of  .'fixed  Confections. 

Quantity  of  Sweets  and  Sweet  Confections. 

Quantity  of  Jans  and  Marmalades. 
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Food  Hy/aieno  (General)  Regulations,  I960, 


At  an  inspection  of  a Swimming  Pool  Snack  far  and  Tea 
Gardens  Cafe  at  Burnham  seven  contraventions  of  the  above 
Regulations  were  found  in  respect  of  the  Cafe  and  eight 
contraventions  in  respect  of  the  Swimming  Pool  Snack  Bar. 
Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations,  I960,,  and  the  defendants  were 
fined  £125. 0. Odwith  costs  of  £31. 10, Gd. 


Ice  Cream 

3 new  applications  were  received  for  the  storage 
and  sale  of  ice  cream  making  a total  of  164  on  the 
Register. 

17  ice  cream  samples  were  submitted  for  examination 
with  the  following  results 


Grade  I 15 

Grade  II  1 

Grade  IV  1 


5 of  the  17  samples  submitted  were  of  the  "Mr.  Softee" 
type  obtained  from  mobile  vans. 

Follow  up  sanples  of  the  last  two  grades  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 
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GLiUGHTERHOUOFS  AND  KNACRHl  YARDS.  FTC. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958. 

Renewals  5 

New  licences  - 

Ga  ae  Licences., 

Renewals  14 

New  licences  - 

The  slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty) 

Regulations,  1958. 

The  annual  return  for  1966  received  from  the  occupier 
of  the  only  knacker's  yard  in  the  district  stated  that  the 
number  of  horses  slaughtered  during  the  year  was  2 and 
the  number  of  carcases  received  20. 

Regular  inspections  were  carried  out  and  conditions 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Slaughterhouses  act,  1958. 

The  statutory  inspection  required  by  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955,  was  carried  out  at  the  only  slaughterhouse  in 
the  district.  Conditions  were  satisfactory  and  the  licence 
was  renewed  for  a further  year. 

Inspection  of  Poultry. 

Within  the  district  there  are  no,  what  the  Ministry  of 
Health  term,  "poultry  processing  premises".  There  are 
however  a number  of  smallholdings  and  farms  where  a very 
limited  amount  of  poultry  killing  and  preparation  for  sale 
is  carried  out.  The  poultry  are  mostly  broilers,  not 
layers.  No  regular  inspection  of  birds  killed  is  made 
as  this  would  be  impracticable.  The  premises  are 
however  subject  to  periodic  inspections  under  the  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960. 
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SECTION  HIT, 


RODENT  INFdd'HTIQN  aND  jEOTRUCTION.  ETC. 

The  Council1 s service  to  domestic  premises  is  provided 
for  out  of  the  rates  but  that  for  business  premises  is 
charged  either  on  the  basis  of  a single  disinfestation  or 
on  contract. 


Number  of  business  premises  treated.  56 
Number  of  premises  under  contract.  1 

Notification  of  infestations.  689 
Visits  to  private  premises.  3039 
Visits  to  business  premises.  264 
Visits  to  Local  authority  premises.  84 
Inspection  of  agricultural  premises.  82 


DISINFECTIONS  AND  DISINFESTATIONS. 

Disinfection  of  premises  in  respect  of 

Tuberculosis.  2 

Disinfestations 

^nts.  10 

Fleas.  5 

Flies.  1 

Red  spiders.  1 

During  the  summer  and  autumn  there  were  several 
enquiries  of  the  Department  asking  for  disinfestation  and 
removal  of  wasps  nests.  This  is  not  a statutory 
duty  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 > 
consequently  enquirers  were  referred  to  Wo  private 
individuals  who  carry  out  this  work  for  a small  charge. 
This  arrangement  has  operated  for  some  years  and  works 
satisfactorily. 
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SECTION  X. 

HOUSING. 

■ »iwiw  min^W 

Clearance  of  unfit  pr parties  programme. 

The  Council’s  programme , commenced  in  1955,  continued 
during  the  year  under  review,  A yearly  summary  of  returns 
to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government  showed  - 


Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  formal  action 
under  Housing  Act, 1957,  (Parts  II  and  III),  8 

Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  Closing  Orders 
and/or  Undertakings  under  Part  II  of  the  act,  4 

Houses  made  fit  following  formal  action  under 
Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts.  13 

Houses  made  fit  following  informal  action  under 
Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts.  83 


The  above  figures  bring  the  totals  to  date  of  properties 
dealt  with  under  the  programme  to  - 

(a)  47  Clearance  Areas  involving  273  dwellinghouses. 

(b)  304  individually  unfit  dwellinghouses  the  subject  of 

either  Demolition  Orders,  Closing  Orders,  or 
Undertakings  by  owneis  that  the  dwellings  would  not  be 
used  for  human  habitation  until  rendered  fit  for  that 
purpose. 

Of  the  47  Clearance  Areas  referred  to  in  (a)  31 
Clearance  Orders  were  made  whilst  the  remaining  16  Areas 
were  the  subject  of  decisions  to  make  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders . 

During  1966  the  Unfit  Houses  Sub-Coinmittee  made  three 
tours  of  inspection  involving  49  properties  represented  as 
unfit.  In  particular  was  included  the  Green  Lane  area  of 
Datchet  anounting  to  30  dwellinghouses  most  of  which  were 
comprised  within  three  Clearance  Areas. 

The  number  of  new  houses  completed  within  the  district 
was  (a)  by  the  Council  41,  (b)  by  private  enterprise  355. 

The  figures  for  the  year  in  respect  of  grants  for 
conversion  or  improvement  of  housing  accommodation  were 


Applications  received  (a)  for  conversion.  1 

(b)  for  improvement.  33 

Applications  approved  (a)  for  conversion.  1 

(b)  for  improvement.  13 

Applications  for  standard  grant  received.  15 

Applications  for  standard  grant  approved.  14 
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SECTION  XT, 
QTHJ,,  MATTBHS . 


Petroleum  (Asimlution)  Azts.  1928  £ 1936. 

At  the  end  of  the  /ear  under  review  there  was  within 
the  district  a total  of  135  licensed  storage  ins tallat ions , 
an  increase  of  5 over  the  previous  year.  The  total  storage 
capacity  of  petroleum  spirit  involved  was  4°4, 765-gallons 
and  2,270-gallons  of  petroleum  mixtures. 

Before  re- licensing,  installations  were  inspected  and  in 
some  instances  tanks  that  had  been  in  the  ground  more  than 
20-years  were  ullage  tested  for  leaks. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  two  fires  occurred  at  a 
petrol  station  on  the  A.40  at  Tatling  And.  The  first  was 
due  to  spillage  of  petrol  over  the  forecourt  and  probably 
vapour  being  ignited  by  an  unguarded  contractor's  oil  light, 
placed  near  the  spillage  area,  being  knocked  over  by  a 
vehicle.  A certain  amount  of  reconstruction  was  taking 
place  at  the  garage  at  the  time.  The  cause  of  the  second 
fire  was  undoubtedly  due  to  the  brakes  of  a delivery  tanker 
failing  resulting  in  the  tanker  which  was  on  an  incline 
hitting  a private  car  which  in  turn  hit  pumps  thereby 
spilling  petrol.  The  vapour  was  ignited  by  a flash  or 
spark  from  several  live  electric  cables  in  the  pump  housing. 
The  investigation  of  these  two  fires  was  made  in  co-operation 
with  the  Bucks  County  Council  Tire  Department.  The  report 
to  the  Committee  disclosed  a contravention  cf  licence 
conditions  and  resulted  in  a warning  letter  being  sent  to 
the  licensee. 

One  of  the  new  installations  in  the  district  was  unique 
in  that  it  provided  for  a rotating  petrol  pump-  the  first  of 
its  kind  in  the  world,  Prom  one  hose  on  a boom  rotating 
through  36O0  four  grades  of  preselected  octane  petrol  can 
be  dispensed.  Another  possible  innovation  in  the  district 
in  petrol  dispensing  was  an  enquiry  as  to  whether  approval 
would  be  given  to  the  changeover  at  an  existing  station 
from  conventional  to  customer  self-service  dispensing. 

Pet  Animals  net.  1951. 

One  application  was  received  for  a licence  under  the 
above  Act.  The  licence  was  granted. 

im?,  Flock  and  Other  Tilling  Materials  Act,  1951. 

One  premises  registered. 

Miscellaneous  Batters. 

Local  Land  Charge  search  enquiries.  2024 

Plans  and  Applications  (Building  Byelaws 

and  Town  and  Country  Planning).  1778 
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Clean  Air  Act*  1956a 

During  the  year  598  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
the  above  act.  ^bnthly  returns  were  submitted  to  Warren 
Spring  Laboratory  giving  details  from  the  two  volumetric 
instruments  in  the  district. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  considerable  preparatory 
work  was  done  and  investigations  carried  out  with  the  object 
of  presenting  a report  on  the  declaration  of  the  Council’s  first 
smoko  controlled  area  within  the  district  and  involving 
over  1,000  properties*  The  work  was  reasonably  well 
advanced  when  the  July  economic  crisis  descended*  In  the 
review  by  the  Council  of  all  projects  and  programmes  in 
the  pipeline  this  was  one  of  the  postponed  items. 

Caravan  Sites  & Control  of  Development  ^ct,  I960. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  caravans  on 
licensed  sites  within  the  district  was  625*  This  figure 
included  29  caravans  on  sites  used  during  the  summer  months 
only  for  recreational  purposes.  These  are  mostly  situated 
on  the  riverside  at  Wraysbury. 

Of  the  remaining  59&  vans,  all  used  for  all  the  year 
round  residential  purposes  - 

(a)  141  were  on  Council  owned  sites  at  Wyatts  Covert, 

Denham,  Mansion  Lane,  Iver,  and  Orchard  bungalow, 
burnham  beeches. 

(b)  165  vans  were  on  one  large  multiple  site  at 

Trenches  Farm,  W exham. 

(c)  33  sites  involving  45  vans  occupied  by  persons 

engaged  in  caretaking  duties,  e.g.  night  watchman 
at  a plant  yard;  caretaker  and  watchman  at  a 
yachting  clubhouse. 

Two  multiple  sites  were  the  subject  of,  one  a licence 
condition  and  the  other  an  agree nent  providing  for  a run 
down  of  caravans  on  the  site  by  natural  wastage  and  non 
replacement  on  vacancies  occurring. 

During  the  y;ar  there  were  protracted  negotiations  with 
a view  to  securing  improved  site  facilities  and  amenities 
at  Trenches  Farm  Caravan  Site.  These  negotiations  followed 
the  earlier  appeal  to  the  xlagistrates  by  the  site  owner  when 
the  case  was  adjourned  sine  die.  Unfortunately  even  by  the 
end  of  the  year  the  matter  had  not  been  resolved. 

The  Mansion  Lane  Site  continued  as  a worthwhile  project 
in  the  national  cause  of  habilitating  "travellers". 

Throughout  the  year  it  attracted  Members  and  officials  of 
other  authorities  facing  a comparable  problem  within  their 
areas.  Several  visits  were  made. 
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Offices.  Shons  & Railway  Promises  Act.  196 3« 


There  were  501  premises  registered  at  the  end  of  1966 
miner  this  Act.  Inspections  throughout  the  year  revealed 
that  96%  of  these  premises  have  had  initial  inspections 
carried  out. 

The  following  is  an  extract  taken  from  the  annual 
return  forwarded  to  the  .iinistry  of  Labour 


Class 

of 

Premises. 

Number 

of 

premises 
regis- 
tered 
during 
the  year. 

Total 

number 

of 

regis- 
tered 
premises 
at  end 
of  year. 

Number 
regis- 
tered 
receiving 
a general 
inspec- 
tion 
during 
the  year. 

Number  of 

persons 

employed. 

Offices. 

9 

123 

24 

2,099 

Retail  Shops. 

13 

290 

36 

1,345 

Wholesale 

Shops, 

Warehouses. 

- 

18 

12 

206 

Catering 
establishments 
open  to  the 
public. 
Canteens. 

3 

65 

7 

425 

Uliel 

Storage 

Depots. 

- 

5 

1 

30 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors 
to  registered  premises  = 477 
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SECTION  XII. 

VISITS  aND  INSPECTIONS. 

As  in  previous  years  the  Annual  Report  concludes  with  the 
number  of  visits  and  inspections  carried  out  by  staff  of  the 
Department,  Although  at  a glance  the  information  can  perhaps 
be  described  as  statistical  only  further  study  of  the  figures 
breakdown  shows  the  varied  nature  of  the  Departments 
environmental  duties.  Secondly  it  provides  a useful  guide 
in  comparison  with  1965  figures  and  those  in  earlier  reports 
of  where  there  has  been  emphasis  on  any  particular  aspect 
of  work. 


The  statistics  are  compiled  from  the  daily  kept  diaries 
of  the  Inspectors  and  staff. 


(a)  Public  Health  Acts. 

1965 

Primary  Inspections,  Houses, 

276 

(3§7) 

11  " Others. 

198 

(199) 

Revisits  re  above. 

570 

(567) 

Moveable  Dwellings,  Sites. 

375 

(350) 

u 11  Travellers. 

632 

(698) 

Infectious  Diseases  Disinfection, 

139 

(206) 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment,  Fairgrounds. 

32 

(13) 

Schools, 

31 

(53) 

Workplaces, 

52 

(51) 

Nater  Supplies. 

263 

(287) 

Swim  ling  Pools. 

83 

(a) 

Watercourses  and  Ditches. 

117 

(224) 

Drainage. 

443 

(415) 

Sewage  and  Drainage  Disposal. 

391 

(471) 

Dirty  and  Verminous  Premises. 

47 

(34) 

Insect  Infestations. 

88 

(90) 

Offensive  Accumulations. 

96 

(80) 

Keeping  of  animals  (Piggeries)  etc. 

203 

(98) 

Puslic  Conveniences. 

13 

(29) 

Refuse  Disposal. 

539 

(357) 

Licensed  Premises. 

17 

(23) 

Cattle  Market. 

41 

(-) 

Miscellaneous. 

143 

(206) 

(b)  Housing  Acts, 

Houses,  Primary  Inspections. 

332 

(261) 

Revisits  re  above. 

566 

(397) 

Overcrowding, 

19 

(11) 

Surveys,  etc. 

28 

(33) 

Rent  Act, 

Certificates  etc. 

3 

(13) 

(c)  Factories  Act, 

Factories  - Motive. 

111 

(189) 

n - Non-motive. 

11 

(18) 

Outworkers  Premises, 

7 

(8) 

Building  Sites. 

21 

(32) 
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(d)  Food  and  Dru^s  Act, 

1965 

Butchers. 

239 

I345) 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers. 

25 

(54) 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers. 

62 

(64) 

Grocers. 

216 

(219) 

Confectioners  and  Sugar 0 

43 

(79) 

Retail  Bakeries. 

16 

(44) 

Bakehouses. 

34 

(41) 

Licensed  Premises. 

73 

(49) 

Restaurants  and  Cafes. 

155 

(142) 

Canteens. 

61 

(74) 

Street  Food  Vendors. 

39 

(42) 

Ice  Cream  Premises  and  Sanpling. 

96 

(53) 

Knacker 1 s lard. 

19 

(46) 

Slaughterhouses. 

17 

(18) 

Food  Inspection  - i-Ieat. 

26 

(27) 

" 11  - Other  Food. 

35 

(44) 

Food  Complaints  - Visits,  Interviews,  etc. 

122 

(173) 

Cattle  Lrket. 

39 

(37) 

(e)  Oifices.  Shoos  & Railway  Premises  Act. 

Inspections. 

60 

(497) 

Revisits. 

417 

(441) 

Animal  Boardin'  establishments  Act. 

Visits. 

24 

(33) 

Petroleum  Acts. 

Visits. 

603 

(531) 

Clean  air  Ac t. 

Visits. 

598 

(657) 

3ucks  County  Council  Act  - Hairdressers. 

Visits. 

46 

(50) 

Noise  abatement  act. 

Visits. 

100 

(179) 

Licensing  Act. 

Visits. 

17 

(8) 

Uater  abstraction  Reflations. 

Visits. 

1 

(2) 

National  .us  si  stance  Act. 

Visits. 

3 

(2) 

Pet  animals  net. 

Visits. 

6 

(-) 

Oil  Heaters  Reflations. 

Visits. 

1 

(-) 

NOTICES  SERVED. 

For  «ial. 

Public  Health  acts. 

67 

(22) 

Informal. 

382 

(431) 
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